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 Webinar on the topic "TRANSFORMATIVE CONSTITUTIONALISM" was organized by the 

Post Graduate Teaching Department of Law, Rashtrasant Tukdoji Maharaj Nagpur University, 

Nagpur under the supervision of Dr. Girish Kulkarni, Assistant Professor, PGTD of Law, 

RTMNU and Dr. Payal Thaorey, HOD & Assistant Professor PGTD of Law, RTMNU and the 

resource person for the webinar was Hon'ble Prof.Dr Dilip Ukey Vice Chancellor, Maharashtra 

National Law University, Mumbai on 11th March 2022 at 11: A.M at PGTD of Law Through 

Cisco WebEx. In the beginning of the webinar the convenor of the Webinar Dr.Girish Kulkarni, 

Assistant Professor, PGTD Of LAW, RTMNU and Co-convener Dr.Payal Thaorey, Head and 

Assistant Professor, PGTD of Law RTMNU welcomed the Hon'ble Resource Person Prof Dr. 

Dilip Ukey and all the participants. Prof. Dr.Dilip Ukey have shared his experience and 

knowledge on the topic of this Webinar i.e. TRANSFORMATIVE CONSTITUTIONALISM.  

The brief outline of his session are as follows: 1. Constitutionalism per se revolves around the 

notion of constitution. The modern governments are being created, empowered and given 

responsibilities under the framework of constitution through the history of written 

constitution.The scope and extent of constitution per se is defined but the novelty is that we have 

contributed to modify the constitutional framework as per our needs. Constitutionalism can be 

understood in multiple facets - Liberal constitutionalism, Conservative Constitutionalism, 

Transformative Constitutionalism etc. 2. Hon'ble speaker have emphasized upon role of Supreme 

Court in the interpretation of the constitution, the meaning and purpose of the constitution is 

explained with the help of preamble which outlines goals and objectives of the constitution: 

Justice - Economic, Social and political; Liberty of thought, expression, faith, belief and 

worship; Equality of status and opportunity; and fraternity respecting the dignity of individual, 

all these terminologies were explained to the participants of webinar by the Hon'ble speaker. 3. 

The notion of transformation is in the words of Dr. Ambedkar was enshrined in politics along 

with social and economic democracy. The difference in meaning of democracy as per Abraham 

Lincoln and as per Dr.B.R.Ambedkar was explained by Prof. Dr.Dilip Ukey. In the words of 

https://rtmnunagpur.webex.com/rtmnunagpur/j.php?MTID=m2d7f01f672b01e1c0f91800c1a6d5286


Dr.B.R.Ambedkar, "Democracy is a method and mechanism of social and economic revolution 

without bloodshed." This definition is self explanatory to develop the social and economic 

weaker sections in the country. The Directive Principles under part IV is able to outline the 

transformative nature of the constitution and to interpret and enforce the provisions of 

constitution for the purpose of the transformation is transformative Constitutionalism.  

After the informative session a Q&A session was conducted. Some of the interesting questions 

addressed by Sir are as follow:- Q. Whether the constitution also allows us to enforce 

fundamental rights of private persons. - Yes, for example Rights against sexual harrasment at 

workplace for women is enforced even in a private working place. Secondly, in the Bodhisattwa 

Gautam Vs. Shubhra Chakraborty the state was not involved, still the right to life and livelihood 

was enforced against the husband. It shows the scope of constitutionalism is also enforceable in 

the private sector.  

Q. How does the non justiciability of Directive Principles of State Policy is connected with 

TRANSFORMATIVE CONSTITUTIONALISM? - The relationship between fundamental rights 

and Directive Principles are fluid from the beginning of the constitution. Initially there was 

separation of Fundamental Rights and DPSP then, superiority of Fundamental rights was 

dominant then this relationship went into the superiority of DPSP then the phase has evolved into 

the complementary and supplementary relationships and the recent phase of this relationship is 

phase of integration of fundamental rights and DPSP. Initial limitation of the state resource to 

make DPSP non justifiable is not that much effective today hence most of the directive principles 

are evolved in the transformative Constitutionalism as fundamental rights.  

After these Enlightening answers the webinar was concluded with a Vote of thanks given by 

Dr.Girish Kulkarni, Assistant Professor PGTD of Law RTMNU 
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